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Heroin sting catches local bus driver
By Ashley Helms
ahelms@riverdalepress.com
Driving passengers to their destinations and collecting fares were not the
only activities a Bronx bus driver allegedly engaged in while on duty.
Authorities
arrested
Francis
Abankwa, who drove the Bx2 between
Riverdale and Mott Haven, for attempting to pick up three kilograms of
heroin from a drug smuggler in a preplanned transaction at the Kingsbridge
Bus Depot on April 17, according to a
complaint filed with Brooklyn Federal

Court.
Investigators caught Mr. Abankwa,
50, after first nabbing alleged drug
smuggler Boubacar Traore at John F.
Kennedy International Airport earlier
in the day. Mr. Traore subsequently
agreed to participate in a sting by authorities including the Deparment of
Homeland Security.
Mr. Traore arrived at the airport at
11:03 a.m. on a British Airways flight
from Tanzania and was selected for an
examination by a Customs and Border Protection officer, according to
the complaint. Authorities discovered

Looking
for lessons
from vet’s
tragic death

an unclaimed Samsonite roller bag at
the baggage area with a ticket that had
Mr. Traore’s name on it. He admitted
that it was his bag, and when police
searched it, they found a brown, powdery substance that tested positive as
heroin.
The criminal complaint states after
being recruited by another individual
in Tanzania, Mr. Traore agreed to carry drugs into the United States. The
document continues that Mr. Traore
allowed officers to record phone calls
he was instructed to make once he arrived in the States, including conversa-

tions with the Tanzanian recruiter and
another individual in Ghana, who provided Mr. Abankwa’s cell phone number for the drug delivery.
“Abankwa agreed to meet Traore
at 6:51 p.m. at the bus stop at Grand
Concourse and East Tremont in the
Bronx, New York,” Homeland Security
Special Agent James Holt said in the
complaint.
Mr. Traore boarded the bus driven
by Mr. Abankwa at their scheduled
time and place with the Samsonite
roller bag in tow. At the last stop on the
bus route, all of the passengers exited

Holocaust story

and the two men rode to the Kingsbridge Bus Depot, located in Inwood,
where Mr. Abankwa, who then had the
bag in his possession, was placed under arrest.
Metropolitan Transit Authority
(MTA) spokesman Kevin Ortiz said the
authority has placed Mr. Abankwa on
leave without pay, but that he is entitled
to due process under a collective bargaining agreement within his union.
“He was removed from service and
appropriate disciplinary action will be
taken,” Mr. Ortiz said.
(Continued on page A4)

Teen offers
guilty plea
in Science
hazing trial

By Shant Shahrigian

By Ashley Helms

sshah@riverdalepress.com

ahelms@riverdalepress.com

The February suicide of Dr. Shirley
Koshi, who had a veterinary practice
on Johnson Avenue, left many people
in Riverdale and beyond wondering
how a dispute between a small business owner like her and a dissatisfied
cat rescuer apparently could have
gone so wrong.
On Sunday, the Hebrew Institute
of Riverdale (HIR) hosted about two
dozen people to both honor Dr. Koshi’s
memory and seek ways to prevent a
tragedy like Dr. Koshi’s death from
happening again.
“We want to come together to take
steps to build a healthier and more
supportive and more communal Riverdale,” said Rabbi Avi Hart, who led the
event.
“I think us being here is a way of
saying, Dr. Koshi, you are valued,
more than you maybe even knew,” he
continued. “You are valued by more
people than you think.”
The evening began with audience
members sharing their memories of
Dr. Koshi — as well as their reactions
to her suicide, which followed weeks
of heated wrangling over the ownership of a cat, including a November
protest outside Dr. Koshi’s practice.
Riverdale resident Cindy Morales
described how Dr. Koshi fought to
save her 15-year-old cat’s life even
though the pet owner initially thought
it might be time to euthanize him.
“She went above and beyond,” Ms.
Morales said of the veterinarian. “She
was such a wonderful person. She
touched my life and my son’s life.”
Ms. Morales added that her cat is
alive today thanks to Dr. Koshi’s efforts.
(Continued on page A4)

Thomas Brady, one of three students from the Bronx High School of
Science arrested for sexually molesting and hazing a fellow track teammate
in February 2013, pleaded guilty to
hazing in the second degree during an
appearance at Bronx Supreme Criminal Court on Tuesday.
Thomas, 17, is expected to attend
counseling through the school as part
of his sentence, and on July 2, he will
appear in court again to make sure he
has attended the required sessions.
He must also stay out of trouble for the
next year or risk further legal ramifications.
David Druckman, Thomas’s attorney, declined to comment on the case
when reached by phone Tuesday afternoon.
Bronx Community Solutions, a notfor-profit that provides help to youth in
the justice system, will oversee Bronx
Science’s counseling sessions with
Thomas. In an interview outside the
courtroom on Tuesday, Manuel Larino, a resource coordinator for the or(Continued on page A4)

Photo by Osjua A. Newton

IN ‘THe DIARy Of ANNe fRANk,’ the Riverdale y’s John Palacio, playing the title character’s father,
holds the girl, played by Nava Schorsch. The Sunday show coincided with Holocaust Remembrance
Day, which groups, including Community Board 8, commemorated throughout the rest of the week.

College beckons — but,
how will you pay for it?
By Maya Rajamani
mrajamani@riverdalepress.com
DeWitt Clinton High School senior
Jerlisa Fontaine was excited to receive
her acceptance letter to the University
at Albany-State University of New York,
one of her top two college choices.
But her enthusiasm faded after she
learned how much financial aid the
university decided to award her.
“I didn’t get anywhere close to what
I thought I would have received from
them,” said the 17-year-old, who plans
to study biology on a pre-med track.
As the spring brings college acceptance letters across the country, many
local students are finding the process
of planning for college payments more
arduous and complex than the admis-

sions process itself.
While the unemployment rate for
Americans with a college degree is a
third lower than the national average,
soaring tuition costs mean that the average student taking out loans graduates from undergraduate school with
more than $26,000 to pay back, according to 2013 data from the White House.
“Financial aid is one of the biggest
barriers in terms of college,” said Clinton guidance counselor Leslie Lambertson, who works with students in
the school’s Macy program, an honors
program for high-achieving black and
Latino students whose scores do not
qualify them for New York’s specialized high schools.
A guidance counselor at the school
since 2006, Ms. Lambertson has found
(Continued on page A4)
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ACCePTANCe letters from colleges like Manhattan,
above, send students scrambling for financial aid.

St. Gabriel’s
reaches out
to comfort
crime victims
By Ashley Helms
ahelms@riverdalepress.com

As she choked back tears, Champagne Marsh recalled one of her most
cherished memories of her mother,
Kathy Marsh. When the daughter was
in middle school and woke up hungry
at night, her mother surprised Champagne Marsh at her bedside with just
the peanut butter and jelly sandwich
she wanted.
But like many other attendees at a
mass for victims of crime at St. Gabriel’s
Church on Arlington Avenue on Sunday,
Champagne Marsh’s story about her
mother does not have a happy ending.
Ms. Marsh, 27, revealed that her
mother was stabbed to death at age of
55 in the Bronx last August. The identity of her assailant and a possible motive for the crime remain unknown to
police, Ms. Marsh said.
“Those memories make me angry
sometimes because those little things,
I’ll never get back. The person who did
this has no idea how many lives they
have ruined,” Ms. Marsh said.
St. Gabriel’s Church hosted its special mass to give survivors like her a
safe place to heal and commiserate
with others who have experienced
(Continued on page A4)
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An election scorecard

Primary ’14

Keeping track of six candidates in races for three
offices can be hard. Here’s a handy reference, page A10.
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In home stretch, candidates running hard
as they entered the park.
After weeks of exposure to the bitter contest, some attendees showed
At an Aug. 28 concert hosted by symptoms of campaign fatigue.
“I keep getting their fliers in the
state Sen. Co-majority Leader Jeff
mail all the time,” Susan
Klein at Seton Park, the senGuzman, a senior citizen
ator’s political allies went
onstage to tell hundreds camPaign who declined to give her
age, said after campaign
of attendees to vote for the
Diary
workers tried to give her
incumbent at next week’s
literature. “I haven’t picked
Democratic primary.
Paces away from the large, tempo- them up here. Save your paper; I have
rary stage, Mr. Klein’s challenger, for- them in the mail.”
Ms. Guzman, a volunteer at Rivermer Councilman Oliver Koppell, greeted people and asked for their support dale Senior Services, said she was

By Shant Shahrigian

sshah@riverdalepress.com

undecided about the Tuesday, Sept. 9
vote, and that the concert was unlikely
to sway her opinion one way or the
other.
But for Tom Miller of Greystone
Avenue, getting a chance to see performer Tony Orlando for free nudged
him toward Mr. Klein.
“I’m not going to vote for someone
because of this, but I’ll look at him a little more favorably,” said Mr. Miller, 49.
During remarks before the concert, Mr. Klein did not explicitly mention the upcoming ballot, but his allies
were not shy about encouraging peo-

Klein
showers
millions
on district

ple to vote for him.
“September 9th is election day,”
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.
told the crowd. “I’m going to tell you,
there’s no better partner, no better individual for the Bronx than state Senator Jeff Klein.”
Councilman Andrew Cohen and Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz also gave
short speeches praising Mr. Klein for
sponsoring the concert — part of a
series with 11 total performances and
four movie screenings — before the
senator introduced the singer and his
band.

STATE SEN. JEFF KlEIN, left, welcomes
concertgoers to a Tony Orlando performance
he sponsored at Seton Park on Aug. 28.
OlIvER KOPPEll, below, greets visitors
to the same concert at the park entrance.

“This is your taxpayer dollars coming back into the Bronx,” the senator
said. “This is our opportunity to enjoy
our neighborhoods. This is our opportunity to sit with family and friends.”
Mr. Klein’s office did not answer an
e-mail inquiry last month asking for
the total cost of the concert and movie
series to the state.
As Mr. Orlando crooned songs
from the 1970s era, Mr. Koppell continued to shake hands with concertgoers
— and attack the sponsor of the show.
“I didn’t run because I needed to
(Continued on page A5)

Mailers
show depth
of vitriol
in race

By Shant Shahrigian

By Shant Shahrigian
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sshah@riverdalepress.com

State Sen. Co-majority Leader Jeff
Klein has allocated nearly $14 million
to his district so far this year, with
$1.25 million of those funds benefitting
Riverdale. Mr. Klein announced most
of the funding at press conferences,
and there could be more to come before 2014 is over.
A new playground at Van Cortlandt
Park aimed at north Riverdale residents is the latest local example of the
largesse. As with two other projects,
Riverdale’s Councilman Andrew Cohen contributed funds, making the total allocation for the playground $1.25
million.
At an Aug. 27 press conference
to announce the new facility, where
groundbreaking is scheduled to start
in two to two and a half years, Mr.
Klein was modest about his budgeting
feat, saying he does whatever he can
to help parks.
But Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz
lavished praise on Mr. Klein and Mr.
Cohen.
“Let me thank both Council Member Cohen and Senator Klein for having the wisdom to invest lots of public
money in my district and, in particular,
in Van Cortlandt Park,” he said.
Local organizations that recently
won funding include Riverdale Neighborhood House (RNH), which received $250,000 from the senator and
$75,000 from Mr. Cohen; Riverdale
Mental Health Association (RMHA),
which received $250,000 from Mr.
Klein; Wave Hill, which received
$150,000 from the senator; and Riverdale Senior Services, which received
$100,000 from Mr. Klein.

Throughout the Democratic primary race between state Sen. Co-majority
Leader Jeff Klein and former Councilman Oliver Koppell, the dynamic has
mostly followed the script of indignant
challenger firing off polemics and
comfortable incumbent seeking to
stay above the fray.
It took weeks for Mr. Klein to issue a mailer on par with Mr. Koppell’s
August campaign material saying, “Do
we really want a coldblooded political
reptile representing us in Albany?”
The mailer included a picture of an
iguana and an excerpt from a 2012 New
York Post story slamming Mr. Klein’s
power-sharing coalition with senate
Republicans.
Several days ago, the senator sent
out a testy mailer of his own.
“Oliver Koppell wants your vote. He
just doesn’t respect your opinion,” it
reads before quoting a recent New York
Daily News article that found Mr. Koppell apparently deriding constituents
while campaigning in Morris Park.
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(Continued on page A9)

Violation puts
Klein’s law firm
in DOB’s sights
By Shant Shahrigian
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STATE SENATE CANDIDATE Robert Jackson, left in
photo above, is literally running for office across the
Broadway Bridge to a Marble Hill campaign stop.

(Continued on page A5)

sshah@riverdalepress.com

crats or not.
Republicans are posing serious challenges to three Democratic incumbents: Terry
Gipson in Poughkeepsie, Ted O’Brien in
Rochester and Cecilia Tkaczyk in Kingston.
Meanwhile, Democrats are challenging Republican incumbents Mark Grisanti
in Buffalo and Jack Martins in Mineola.
Along with Mr. Koppell’s challenge to Mr.
Klein, Comptroller John Liu is posing a serious threat to IDC member Tony Avella in
Queens.
Four Republicans are vacating their seats
due to scandals or other reasons: Greg Ball
in Brewster, Charles Fuschillo in Massapequa, George Maziarz in Lockport and
Lee Zeldin in Hauppage.
All of that is to say, mainstream Democrats might end up with more seats than the
Republicans and IDC members put together
— making a joint Democrat-IDC coalition
unnecessary to the party that has been out

The city’s Department of Buildings (DOB) has renewed efforts to
compel state Sen. Co-majority Leader
Jeff Klein’s law office to comply with
zoning laws. After first citing the East
Bronx law office as an illegal commercial use in a residential zone in 2006,
the DOB has now referred the site to
its padlock unit — the first step in a
long process that could end with the
office’s eviction.
In an e-mail, lawyer Eric Palatnik
said Mr. Klein’s firm has hired him “to
cure the zoning issues impacting 1614
Williamsbridge Road.”
“We are actively preparing all necessary filings at this time. We have confidence that the location of the Premises
on busy Williamsbridge Road, across
the street from retail uses, forms the
basis of a logical zoning plan,” Mr. Palatnik added, saying his firm specializes in land use and zoning matters.
DOB documents show that on Aug.
4 and 12, an inspector unsuccessfully
tried to enter Klein, Calderoni & Santucci, LLC at 1614 Williamsbridge
Road in relation to a complaint saying
the building was an illegal conversion
of a residential space.
The document states that a female
inside the office denied the inspector

(Continued on page A5)

(Continued on page A5)

EARlIER IN AuGuST, state Sen. Adriano Espaillat,
photo at right, greets Marble Hill constituents.
Photo by Marisol Díaz

Deal with Dems unlikely to falter
By Shant Shahrigian
sshah@riverdalepress.com
After Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Mayor Bill de
Blasio, nearly every incumbent in the Bronx
and a phalanx of large unions endorsed state
Sen. Co-majority Leader Jeff Klein for reelection, it will be a major upset if his Democratic primary challenger Oliver Koppell
pulls off a win on Tuesday, Sept. 9.
When it comes to the promised coalition
between Mr. Klein’s group of breakaway
Democrats and the Democratic Conference,
it is probably wise to remember that nothing
planned in Albany is ever guaranteed.
Mr. Klein’s campaign did not make
the senator available for an interview for
this article. But in an e-mail, his campaign
spokeswoman Candice Giove said, “A swell
of excitement surrounds this new IDC-Democratic Coalition from Governor Cuomo,
Mayor Bill de Blasio, and Senator Klein’s
new coalition partner State Senator Andrea

a Press news analysis
Stewart-Cousins.”
Following threats from Mr. Cuomo and
Mr. de Blasio to support Mr. Koppell if Mr.
Klein did not ditch the coalition he formed
in 2012 with Senate Republicans, the senator
promised in June to form a new alliance with
Democrats following the November general
election.
“That’s the most likely outcome and everyone is looking forward to it,” said a Democratic source who did not want to be named
due to the sensitivity of the topic.

Several seats in play
Still, if Senate Democrats win an outright
majority in November, Mr. Klein could see
himself back among rank-and-file legislators. It comes down to whether a handful of
seats up for grabs go to mainstream Demo-

Animals appear unstoppable

Eateries give ‘A’ to reform

South Riverdale’s travel team has been a juggernaut so far in the
playoffs, capturing their league’s Western Division title. Page A10.

Local restaurateurs are happy with a bill to simplify the
Health Department’s letter grade system. Page A3.
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City grant boosts center’s expansion
By James Palmer
jpalmer@riverdalepress.com
The City of New York has kicked
in $1.9 million to the Kingsbridge
Heights Community Center’s (KHCC)
Capital Campaign.
The money is slated for construction
of a new building to house the center’s
expanding programs, including Child
Sexual Abuse Treatment & Prevention,
Early Childhood, Special Needs and
Changing Futures programs.
“I applaud our Bronx officials
and representatives for supporting

KHCC’s innovative, unique and quality
services,” said KHCC Executive Director Giselle Melendez-Susca.
The new building, scheduled for
construction on the Kingsbridge Terrace campus, will add roughly 6,000
square feet for the center’s services.
So far the community center has
raised 81 percent of its $2.4 million
goal for the project. However, construction of the center’s new building
could begin as early as February, according to Ms. Melendez-Susca, who
added construction is slated for completion within two years.

Teen hopes
he can spur
social change
with books

The new building will primarily
house the center’s Child Sexual Abuse
Treatment and Prevention program
(CSA), which has served the Bronx for
31 years. The CSA is the only program
in the borough offering free long-term
child sexual abuse treatment.
The program, which provides individual and group therapy to more
than 120 children and their families, is
currently based on the KHCC Kingsbridge Heights Terrace in a dilapidated two-story structure built in 1899
known as Stern House.
Assistant Executive Director of Clin-

ical Programs Billye Jones Mulraine
said Stern House’s limited capacity
forces the center to provide CSA services in their campus’ other two buildings — the former 50th Precinct, built
in 1902, and an administration center.
“With a continuity of space, we will
have the ability to provide more group
therapy sessions and serve even more
participants,” said Ms. Mulraine, who
is a clinical social worker.
With two acres of property on the
Kingsbridge Heights campus the community center still has room to comfortably expand without encroaching on its

Super soaker

neighbors. The new building will sit
between the police precinct and the administrative building along with a community garden, amphitheater and playspace along the back of the grounds.
The Stern House will be demolished.
Ms. Mulraine credited local politicians for tackling the issue of child
sexual abuse and taking action to
meet the community’s needs. “Their
knowledge has greatly increased over
the last few years,” she said. “They’ve
made a huge difference to us and our
participants with their support.”
(Continued on page A2)

City Council
candidates
trade barbs
at debate

By Felix Holoszyc-Pimentel

By Andy Gross

newsroom@riverdalepress.com

newsroom@riverdalepress.com

Rurik Asher Baumrin decided he
wanted to spend this summer collecting and donating books.
After considering the effect of education on social problems, such as poverty and crime, he wondered, “How
can I, as a teenager, create better educational opportunities?”
The answer was clear to him: a
book drive.
So, the Horace Mann graduate returned to his alma mater for support
and then teamed with fellow alumni
and students to launch a campaign to
gather and distribute books throughout the city.
“Donating books is a powerful force
of social change and a very simple
one,” Mr. Baumrin said.
Nearly two months later Mr. Baumrin’s group, known as Fill a Room,
has already donated more than 1,600
books to women’s shelters, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes and
community centers across the Bronx,
Brooklyn and Manhattan.
(Continued on page A7)

Cliff Stanton held his punches until
late in last week’s Democratic District
11 City Council primary debate, but
then he started swinging hard at fellow
candidate Andrew Cohen.
Mr. Stanton accused the Benjamin
Franklin Club’s candidate of accepting
support from a political alliance that
uses its power, money and connections
to buy endorsements in exchange for
political favors.
“You have to consider the value of
the endorsements and its sources, endorsements bought and paid for with
the political capital of the Ben Franklin Political Club,” Mr. Stanton told an
audience of about 60 people — including Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, a
leader of the club.
The audience members, most of
whom donned stickers supporting Mr.
Cohen, not surprisingly, jeered Mr.
Stanton, who describes himself as the
insurgent candidate.
Mr. Cohen called Mr. Stanton’s accusation “outrageous,” and a “terrible
(Continued on page A2)
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ANDRÉS CUEVAS splashes into the dunk tank after a child hits the target, off camera, at Kids Rule
Weekend at Lehman College on Saturday. See page B1.

Showcase helps baseball dreams come to life
By Felix Holoszyc-Pimentel
and Raphael Sugarman
Sports@riverdalepress.com
Jorge Marquez and his family have
such a communion with baseball that
his mother Wanda recalls her son —
who is now 19 — repeatedly tossing a
wiffleball against the front of his cradle
as an infant.
The crib, with its solid head and
footboard, was framed on each side
with a row of white, wooden pegs,

precursors perhaps of the white, Old
Hickory brand bats Marquez now
wields for the Marlins in the Van Cortlandt Baseball League.
“I never made that connection before, but it’s definitely possible,” said
Marquez. “Baseball is in my blood. It’s
in my family’s blood.”
Virtually ever y kid who has
played Little League or any other
youth baseball, has, at one point,
stood in front of a mirror and dreamt
— even fleetingly — of donning Yankee pinstripes or playing for another

professional ballclub.
For the young players who are affiliated with such leagues as the VCBL,
however, this wish is more urgent, and
with its most skilled players, more palpable.
“I think with a lot of players in our
league it’s pro baseball or nothing,”
said Marquez. “In some ways I think
this all-or-nothing attitude is better. It
helps you stay strong on the goal that
you have.”
About three dozen players,
20-years-old and younger from the

VCBL, joined ballplayers from as far
away as Chicago recently, to take part
in a showcase for amateurs, all hoping
to catch the eye of one or more of the
college or professional scouts in attendance.
The event, which took place on the
baseball diamonds at Van Cortlandt
Park in late July, was co-sponsored by
Pro 1 Sportz, a company that assists
amateur ball players to maximize their
exposure to college and professional
scouts.
“It’s about helping players use the

gifts they have to get an education,”
said Herb Nusom, Director of College
Services for Pro 1 Sportz.
For the first time this year, all showcase participants were required to pay
a $125 fee to participate in the event.
Pro 1 Sportz is not involved in any
athletic training of the players. Rather,
it assists the player in making contact
with colleges, as well as helping him
prepare the strongest pitch to make to
the schools. Pro 1 Sportz has three fee
levels, ranging from $350 to $1,500, de-

(Continued on page A11)

Is he in council race?
Candidate says, ‘No!’
By Andy Gross
newsroom@riverdalepress.com
The campaign of Rev. William Kalaidjian is an ongoing mystery.
Even to the candidate.
The New York State Board of Elections [BOE] officially lists the reverend on the Conservative Party ticket
for the District 11 City Council seat
election in November.
The BOE recently sent Rev. Kalaidjian a letter stating he was delinquent
in filing paperwork required for his
election campaign. The board then
sent a charge of $250.
Here is the problem: Rev. Kalaidjian, who is 87-years-old, says he never
declared himself a candidate and has

no intention of running for any public
office.
“I don’t know how I got on it,” said
Rev. Kalaijian referring to the election
ballot. “I didn’t file papers or collect
signatures. I didn’t raise funds. I didn’t
know I was running. It’s a mystery to
me.”
A note in the Political Arena column
in the Aug. 1 edition of The Press first
brought the matter to the reverend’s
attention.
“I was reading The Press and saw
that three candidates for the District
11 City Council seat had failed to file
financial disclosure reports and I was
amazed to see my name was one of
them,” he said during a visit to the
newspaper’s offices last week to clarify
(Continued on page A2)
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RETIRED police chaplain Rev. William Kalaidjian was nominated to run for City Council in
District 11 after a Conservative write-in campaign.

Bigger Home?

Balancing act

The Hebrew Home unveiled controversial
plans to expand its facility, A7.

Bronx Science, JFK and DeWitt Clinton girls are flipping,
spinning and vaulting into this year’s gymnastics season, A11.
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Robberies dip, but violent crime rises
By Marie York
newsroom@riverdalepress.com
The number of robberies and burglaries — which account for about a third of
all the crimes that take place in the Riverdale-Kingsbridge area — fell last year,
giving local cops a victory in what is far
too often a tough crime to battle.
The drop in these two areas was a
major reason why overall local crime
dipped, albeit slightly — 989 major
crimes were committed in 2012 compared to 995 in 2011 — however, violent crimes, like murder, felony assault

and rape, as well as grand larcenies,
were on the rise.
Each year, the New York Police Department releases data in seven major
areas: robbery, felony assault, burglary,
grand larceny motor vehicle, rape, murder and grand larceny for each precinct
in the city. Local crime statistics in 2012
contrast with citywide figures that show
the number of murders dropped 19 percent while overall crime rose 3.3 percent.

Murders
Within the 50th Precinct, there

were six murders in 2012, compared Cambridge Avenue, allegedly for his
to four in 2011. More than half of the iPhone. The killing marked Riverdale’s first murder in four
homicides, including the
years and the area’s first
brutal killing in October
of a mother, Luisa Rodri- The year murder committed by a
stranger since 2007.
guez, and her 1-month-old
The next murder came
daughter inside their Alba- in crime
on Aug. 28, when 26-yearny Crescent apartment — Crimes
old Anthony Ramirez was
took place in Kingsbridge by sector,
killed in an alleged fight on
Heights.
Kingsbridge Avenue.
The 50th Precinct’s first page A10
The following month,
homicide of the year, on
April 19, however, was the murder Thomas Galvin, 50, was killed inside
of Hwang Yang, who was shot and his 2727 University Ave. apartment.
killed on West 232nd Street near Police said his girlfriend Wendy

No closure
on horizon
for Clinton

A life of service
Family hosts
canines that
come with
bags of tricks

By Sarina Trangle
strangle@riverdalepress.com

By Sarina Trangle
strangle@riverdalepress.com
When 11-year-old Ella Horn begged
her parents for a dog, Lauren and Peter Horn began researching ways to
placate her without committing to the
lifelong care of a pet.
In late September, they brought
home a temporary solution — a husky
golden retriever named Boone.
The Horns have temporarily hosted
three pets through Educating Canines
Assisting with Disabilities, a non-profit
based in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. that trains
and gives service dogs to injured veterans, autistic children and others with
limited mobility, stability or balance.
The family has signed up to watch
(Continued on page A2)

Walston, 46, intentionally set a fatal
fire after he refused to give her money. Ten residents, including a child,
were critically injured, fire department officials said.
Soon after, Victor Maldonado, 19,
was gunned down in front of 2805
Heath Ave., on Oct. 1, after allegedly getting involved in a dispute that
started when his friend held the front
door open for another woman who
failed to say thank you.
Police have made arrests in all six
murders committed this year.
(Continued on page A2)
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Boone, a golden retriever who is being trained to assist people with disabilities, gives his paw to 7-year-old
Joss Horn on Dec. 27.

DeWitt Clinton High School has
been spared by the Department of
Education.
The DOE announced Tuesday that it
would craft an action plan to improve DeWitt Clinton High School instead of closing, phasing out or truncating the school,
as it had considered doing earlier this fall.
After Clinton received its second
consecutive “F” on the annual school
Progress Report in November, the
department flagged the 3,720-student
school for early engagement. During
early engagement, the DOE meets
with students, teachers and parents to
solicit feedback that will help the department decide what action to take.
Although the department had targeted the school because it said Clinton fell within the 5 percent of lowest
performing high schools statewide
and was plagued by persistent safety
concerns, it relented after hundreds
of alumni, parents, students and staff
spoke out against tampering with Clinton at a Dec. 6 meeting.
“Based on feedback we received
from the DeWitt Clinton school community and a thorough review of mul(Continued on page A2)

Ethical Culture leader was mental health pioneer
By Adam Wisnieski
awisnieski@riverdalepress.com
Dr. Matthew Ies Spetter, founder of
the Riverdale Mental Health Association and longtime leader of the Riverdale-Yonkers Ethical Culture Society,
died on Dec. 30. He was 91.
Dr. Spetter dedicated his life to
helping those in need, beginning long
before he ever stepped foot in Riverdale. After seeing Nazis throw children
into a truck from a Jewish orphanage
in his native Holland, he joined the

Dutch Resistance at the age of 23. He
worked to help Jewish families escape
from the Nazis and later worked with
the Allied military intelligence before
being captured, tortured and sentenced to death in 1943, according to a
profile on Dr. Spetter that ran in a 1994
issue of The Riverdale Press.
“In Holland you were either on the
side of the executioners or the victims,” he told The Press. “You had to
make an existential choice.”
Two years later, weighing 68
pounds, he fled through the woods to

escape the Buchenwald concentration
camp, where the Nazis had taken him
to shoot him.
He later testified as an Allied witness at the Nuremberg International
War Crimes Tribunal. He was awarded
the Resistance Cross by the government of the Netherlands.
“Spiritually, it was a sense of rescuing the human spirit,” Dr. Spetter told
The Press in 1994. “It gave you a sense
of courage.”
After moving with his family to
the United States in 1951, Dr. Spetter

spent his life trying to lift the spirit
of Riverdalians. Aside from serving
as leader of the Riverdale-Yonkers
Ethical Culture Society for 39 years,
he worked as an associate professor
of peace studies at Manhattan College, taught ethics at Ethical Culture
Fieldston School, founded and served
as a board member of the Riverdale
Mental Health Association and fought
for civil rights and humans rights. In
the early 1960s, he organized a series
of black-white dialogues in Riverdale
to ease the tensions of the civil rights

movement.
Though his books are still on the
shelves at Ethical Culture and many
members remember his presence
there, perhaps his greatest impact on
the area was in founding Riverdale
Mental Health Association.
He told The Press in 1994 that
RMHA grew, he said, “out of so many
requests I was getting from families
that were falling apart.”
Joyce Pilsner, longtime executive
director of RMHA, said Dr. Spetter

(Continued on page A2)

Homemade explosive
found inside Majestic
By Kate Pastor
kpastor@riverdalepress.com

Photo by Marisol Díaz

Police, firefighters and members of the NYPD bomb squad remove an explosive device
from a heating duct in a common area of the Majestic, on Waldo Avenue, on Jan. 4.

Police officers from the 50th Precinct
and the bomb squad removed an explosive stashed inside a heating duct at the
already notorious Majestic apartment
building on Jan. 4.
According to Deputy Inspector Kevin
Burke, commander of the 50th Precinct,
officials found an inert grenade that
could have been purchased in a hobby
shop, but which contained explosive
black powder and a fuse that could be
used to ignite it.
Deputy Inspector Kevin Burke said it
was located on the second floor of 3660
Waldo Ave., which because of a hill is
one story below street level. The build-

ing was not evacuated, but the common
area near where the superintendent has
a shop was secured and a bomb-sniffing
dog was sent in to search the rest of the
building, which was cleared.
According to police, law enforcement
officials received information about the
weapon at 2 p.m. It was removed in a
bomb-proof Kevlar bag by 4 p.m.
The search was the result of a joint
investigation between the New York
Police Department and another law enforcement agency, according to police
sources. The tip was obtained as part of
an ongoing investigation, which officials
declined to discuss.
Deputy Inspector Burke said the
weapon presented a real danger to the
building’s residents.
(Continued on page A7)

Sports

Local gymnasts take flight into new season
By Raphael Sugarman
rsugarman@riverdalepress.com
Three athletes — each with different
reasons for getting involved in gymnastics — competed at Bronx Science on
Jan. 4 in the first match of the season.
Shanti Kumar, a Riverdale resident
and senior at the Bronx High School of
Science, has been practicing gymnastics for more than a decade.
Ashleigh Dempster, a junior at DeWitt Clinton, was motivated to become
a gymnast after watching Shawn Johnson and Gabby Douglas garner Olympic medals for the U.S.A.
Kennedy Campus sophomore Martia Means wanted to try the tough
sport, but found it easier than she expected.
The Lady Knights were dressed
in shimmering crimson tights; the
Lady Governors wore their traditional
black, with swirls of red, suggesting a
Clinton “C”; and the Wolverines wore
warm-up jackets embossed with the
taunt, “Don’t call it gymnicetics.”
Though their gymnasts were doing
their routines in the same gym and at
the same time, only DeWitt Clinton
was formally competing against both
of its opponents.
The Lady Governors lost to Bronx
Science, 91.85 to 83.3 but were victorious over Kennedy, 80.80 to 59.35.
In the Clinton versus Bronx Science match, Martina Cox of Science
won all four of the events — the balance beam, floor exercise, uneven parallel bars and vaulting.
“I was happy with the way I did,” a
modest Cox said after the match, “especially since I was a little under the
weather.”
Athena Buckley of Science was second on the beam, Shanti Kumar of Science was third, and Clinton’s Dania De
Leon was fourth.
In the floor exercise, Ashleigh
Dempster of Clinton was second to

Photos by Osjua A. Newton

CHRISTINE CARR, 17, a John F. Kennedy High School senior, jumps over the vault at a competition at Bronx High
School of Science on Jan 4.
Cox, followed by Antonelle Melbourne
of the Lady Governors and Athena

Buckley of Science.
On the parallel bars, Dempster was
second, followed by Marya Friedman
of the Lady Governors and Buckley of
the Wolverines.
Cox was again tops in vaulting,
followed by teammate Cheyenne Delsavio, Clinton’s Dempster and Kumar
of Bronx Science.
“I thought I did wonderfully, but my
scores weren’t as good as I thought
they would be, but that usually happens,” Kumar joked after the match.
“I didn’t fall off the beam, though. I
usually do, but I didn’t.”
In the match between Clinton and
Kennedy, De Leon was tops on the balance beam, followed by teammates
Buckley, Dempster and Chelsea George.
Clinton’s Dempster claimed the top
score in the floor exercises, followed
by teammates Melbourne, Chanique
White and Daniela Hernandez.
On the parallel bars, Clinton’s
Dempster was first, followed by Buckley, White and Kennedy’s Christine
Carr.
The Lady Governors swept the top
four spots in vaulting, with Dempster,
Schamona Williams, Hernandez and
Desteni Febus.

three teams reflected on the personal
pathways they took to learn and compete in their sport. And though their
level of experience varied dramatically, as did their taste in gymnastic
events, they all expressed a love and
passion for this sport of strength and

grace.
“I have been wanting to do it since
I was young,” said Kennedy’s Dannon
Samuels, who said she likes the “flips
and the flexibility of gymnastics. “I
saw it on TV and said. ‘I’m going to
do that.’”
Teammate Martia Means said that
vaulting was her favorite event.
“I do it better than the rest of the
events,” she said. “It’s free and easy.”
She finds the uneven bars to be
the most challenging event, adding,
“I don’t have enough upper body and
shoulder strength.”
But Means is not giving up.
“I have to work on it. I want to go to
college and do gymnastics,” she said.
Though she competed well in all
four events, Cox of Bronx Science
said that the floor exercise is her favorite.
“It involves much more creativity,”
she said. “It invites more dance.”
Her teammate, Kumar, agreed with
Cox’s choice, adding, “It feels like a
performance and not just a sport.”
Kumar said that bars are her least
favorite event.
“You are much more focused on
your hands and gravity than on your
feet,” she said.
“I am much more used to standing
on my feet like everybody else in the
real world.”
DeWitt Clinton gymnast Williams
said that she likes “the rush I get taking chances. I always liked that aspect
of sports.”
She said that she doesn’t have a
favorite event.
“I like the floor routine, but I also
like bars,” Williams said.
Dempster is very clear about her
most and least favorite events.
“I like vault best,” she said.
“There’s a lot of power to it and I’m
good at it.”
On the other hand, Dempster said
that she finds the beam to be a bit
daunting.
“Just looking at it, makes me nervous,” she admitted. “You have to be
able to do hard moves, land them and
look pretty at the same time.”

Paths to flight
ATHENA BUCKLEY, 17, from Bronx High School of Science, works the
uneven parallel bars on Jan. 4.

After the match, gymnasts from all

MARTINA COX, a 17-year-old Bronx High School of Science student, begins
her floor exercise routine in a competition against DeWitt Clinton on Jan. 4.

Riverdale YM-YWHA Stanley Lane Basketball League
Junior Division

a win. Ginzburg Drillers got 2 points
from Jonah Sokol late in the game.

Sports Camp Stars, 12
Brown’s Jewelers, 6

Varsity Division  

Brown’s Jewelers and the Sports
Camp Stars battled hard in what was
a low scoring defensive matchup. The
Sports Camp managed to edge out a
victory with sharp shooting by Andrew
Helft, who finished the game with 6
points.  
The jewelers were led by the timely
shooting of Benjamin Neuwirth who
finished the game with 4 points.

Taller Dental Magic, 38
ISE Supplies, 14
Taller Dental Magic used a strong,
balanced attack to defeat ISE Supplies. Akiva Schanzer, Sam Mandel
and Jacob Schorsch led Taller Dental
Magic with 8 points each. Jakob Berger and Nicholas Jimenez each had 6
points for ISE Supplies.

Riverdale YM-YWHA, 20
Judean Hills, 6

Devonshire Tires Maccabi, 37
Judean Hills, 19

Judean Hills and the Riverdale
YM-YWHA team played a fast paced
game, resulting in a win for the Y. Ben
Graimes finished with 8 points for the
Y. Judean Hills was led by Samuel
Vidomlanski with 4 points.

This was a high-scoring, fast-paced
matchup with lots of excitement. Zachary Klestzick and Netanel Hyman each
scored 12 points for Devonshire Tires
Maccabi. Jacob Abehsera and Ely
Neuwirth Judean Hills scored 6 points
each for Judean Hills.  

Marti’s Knits, 24
Hertz Dental Stars, 4
Marti’s Knits was dominant in its victory over the Hertz Dental Stars. Mason
Moses seemed unstoppable for Marti’s,
finishing with 12 points. Aiden Shinar
led Hertz Dental with a 4-point outing.

January’s Jazz, 11
Ginzburg Drillers, 4
Defense was prominent in this
matchup as neither team was able to
pull away. Ivri Levine had a smooth
7-point-outing to lead January’s Jazz to

Buchbinder & Warren
Realty Group, 35
Riverdale Kiwanis, 10
Both teams played hard, but Buchbinder & Winder Realty Group was
able to pull away. Avi Tepler had 11
points and David Duitz contributed 8
points for Buchbinder & Warren. Caden Burton finished the day with 7
points for Kiwanis.

Hertz Dental Stars, 28
Loeb and Troper, 15

This was a competitive matchup
with many ups and downs for both
teams. Hertz Dental Stars received
good performances from Billy Hort,
8 points, and Corey Walcott, 6. Kobe
Moskowitz netted 6 points for Loeb
and Troper.
   

Kids Space, 19
Hudson Parkway
Pharmacy, 11

This was a solid, competitive game
with strong defenses from both teams.
Adin Fischer led Kids Space to a win
with 11 points. Mosi Ram Clayton
scored 4 points for Hudson Parkway
Pharmacy.
·                                

Pro Division  

Buchbinder & Warren Realty
Group, 42
Riverdale YM-YWHA
Camps, 30
Noam Pechter was swishin’ and
dishin’ all game for Buchbinder &
Warren, finishing with an impressive
13 points. Jacob Edelstenin put in a
solid performance for Riverdale Y,
scoring 8 points.  

Skyview Wines & Spirits, 43
Noel Calloway Films, 42
This exciting game was close down
to the wire. Caleb Siegel had a 24-point
performance to lead Skyview Wines &
Spirits. Shalom Rosengarten scored a
whopping 25 points for Noel Calloway
Films.

Devonshire Tires Maccabi, 27
RNL Vending, 22  
This game was close game until the
end. Fabio Preka Devonshire scored 9
for Devonshire Tires Maccabi. Jasper
Saar scored an impressive 14 point for
RNL Vending.

Sports Shorts
NRBL ready
for spring
The North Riverdale Little League
will hold registration for its new season on Saturday, Jan. 19 from 10 a.m.
to noon, Thursday, Jan. 24, from 6:30
to 8 p.m., and Saturday, Jan. 26, from
10 a.m. to noon.
The sign-ups will take place at St.
Margaret’s School, located at 452 W.
260th St.
For more information, call Maureen at 718-884-1202.

SRLL sign-ups
and workouts
Registration for the South Riverdale
Little League is open for the spring
season. Go to www.srll.org to register.
The league will begin player assessments on Saturday Jan. 26 and
Feb. 2. The time and location will be
announced soon.
The league will also sponsor Friday
night baseball workouts with coach
Tommy Gonzalez.
The workouts will be held on Fridays, beginning Jan. 11, from 7:30 to 9

p.m., through April.
Players ages 8 to 16 will be eligible
for the workouts. The fee is $20 per
session, $150 for the season. For more
information, e-mail tommygonzo15@
gmail.com.
Full season checks can be made
out to the SRLL and mailed P.O. Box
630301, Bronx N.Y. 10463.

THE RETIRED & Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP) of the Community
Ser vice Society is recruiting volunteers age 55 and over to assist in
working with 3- and 4-year-old children in Head Start Centers, helping
them to develop a love for learning.
RSVP Grandfriend volunteers are
patient and caring individuals who
share their time and experience
with children and teachers in selected Head Start centers throughout
New York City. Grandfriends assist
Head Start teachers in activities that
help children develop and strengthen their language skills. Orientation
and training are provided. For more
information, please call Margarita I.
Zapata at 718-295-7940.
Established 34 years ago, the Retired & Senior Volunteer Program’s
9,000 volunteers contribute more
than two million hours of ser vice annually to 600 organizations in New
York City. RSVP is part of the Community Ser vice Society of New York,
a non-profit organization which advocates on behalf of the poor in the
areas of education, affordable housing, health care and income maintenance. RSVP is funded by CSS, the
Corporation for National Ser vice,
other government agencies, foundations, individuals and the Friends of
RSVP, Inc.
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Rangers fan hockey fever on Vannie ice
By Andy Gross
agross@riverdalepress.com

T

Photos by Osjua A. Newton

Clockwise from top left:
JONAH GONZALEZ, 6, gets
his jersey signed by National
Hockey League Hall of Famer
Glenn Anderson.
LOGAN BLOUNT, 10,
learns to push off the
side of the ice rink.
DAVE MALONEY, the former
Ranger defenseman and captain,
recently shared his
knowledge of skating
and hockey fundamentals
with a group
of young children.
DANNY CURICH, 4, suits up
with some help from his
mother Sandra Beatty.
PATRICK DAVEY helps
his son Willem suit up
in a Rangers uniform.

Adults only: Slapshots on the ice, under the lights
The Van Cortlandt Park Ice
Skating Rink is offering adult open
hockey every Thursday and Sunday
night from 8:30 p.m. to 9:50 p.m.
The rink, located at West 242 Street
and Broadway, is the only venue in the
borough where adult open hockey is
played on ice under the lights. The facility is fitted with dasher boards, glass
and indoor heated locker rooms. While

the action on the ice was cancelled on
Dec. 5 and 8 due to poor weather,
the program remains popular.
“I love playing at night,” said
Tim Koch, a senior at Manhattan
College. “It’s great playing outside.”
Mr. Koch said between 15 and
25 people on average participate in
the biweekly hockey games.
“We get a good number of play-

ers,” Mr. Koch said. “We get a mix
of younger and older guys.”
And the games are as friendly as
anyone could expect, according to
Mr. Koch, who said, “We play with
no checking and no pushing into
the boards.”
Players are required to attend
fully equipped. It costs $20 per
player, but goalies skate free.

he Van Cortlandt Park Ice
Skating Rink was bustling on
a recent Sunday with some
young students learning how to dig
the edge of their skates into the ice
and control a puck with the blade of a
hockey stick while gliding down the
ice and dodging opponents.
The students, who were 10-yearsold and younger, were learning basic
ice hockey skills from a few highly
skilled and legendary players who are
part of the “Try Hockey for Free” program, a community outreach initiative
of the New York Rangers in coordination with USA Hockey.
The players leading the clinic
included National Hockley League
(NHL) great Dave Maloney, who
played nearly 11 seasons with the
New York Rangers as a defenseman.
He was the youngest player ever
named captain of the iconic New York
hockey team founded in 1926 — one
of the original six teams of the NHL.
Mr. Maloney said the outdoor
rink at Van Cortlandt Park reminded
him of his childhood growing up in
Ontario, where he learned to skate
and play hockey outdoors on frozen
Canadian ponds.
“It’s sort of a throwback, kind of
old school,” said Mr. Maloney, who
works as a commentator this season
on Ranger radio broadcasts, after leading his young charges through their
drills. “We had a great time with the
kids and it is great to play outdoors.”
NHL Hall of Fame forward Glenn
Anderson, who won five Stanley Cup
championships with the Edmonton
Oilers and another with the Rangers
in 1994, joined Mr. Maloney to help
conduct the clinic.
Three 45-minute sessions were
offered at no cost with equipment provided. The young players learned how
to keep their balance on the ice using
the blade edges on their skates, basic
stick handling skills, how to evade opponents and how to fall to the ice and
get back up on their skates.
Van Cortlandt Park Ice Skating
Rink Hockey Director Sean Prince
said between 180 and 200 children attended the event, which was designed
for students with little or no hockey
experience.
Rabbi Leonard Guttman said his
son Eathan, 8, attended an event and
wants to continue playing hockey.
“He loved it,” Rabbi Guttman said.
“He is already a very good skater.
Now, if he would only learn Torah as
quickly as he learned to skate, that
would be nice.”
The clinic at Van Cortlandt Park
was one of 12 such events in community ice rinks throughout the tri-state
area since September sponsored by
the Rangers along with USA Hockey.
In the days following their clinic
with the former Ranger greats, five
of the young skaters continued their
hockey instruction. This time, the boys
were displaying their varying degrees
of aptitude on the ice as Mr. Prince
looked on.
Mr. Prince, who learned to skate
at age 2 and honed his skating and
hockey skills on ponds in Rochester,
N.Y., near Lake Ontario, said he appreciates that it is difficult for children
with little or no experience on the ice
to learn how to play hockey.
“It’s a completely different sport,
almost a foreign concept,” Mr. Prince
said. “It’s not like anything they’ve
done before.”
However, Mr. Prince said it was
easier for the 7 and 8-year-olds he was
instructing to pick up the basics of the
game, especially skating. “They are at
an age when they catch on quickly,”
he said. “They wear a lot of padding
which minimizes the risk of injury.”
Jed Assaily, 7, a resident of Van
Cortlandt Village, said he was learning
how to quickly stop on his skates and
stick handle, while his mother Shanti
said the entire family enjoyed the openair skating at Van Cortlandt Park.
Rey Cabrera, whose six-year-old
son Evan was starting his third session, said the boy has improved since
he began playing the game. Evan,
wearing glasses behind his protective headgear, showed off his skills
stopping and starting on the ice and
facing up with the puck at the end of
his stick.
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ferocious performers from the Keito Academy conduct a Chinese Lion Dance on the lawn of the Van Cortlandt House museum on July 25.

Roar lion, roar!
Barefoot Dancing brings Chinese dance to Van Cortlandt Park

had an opportunity to form a
human train beneath the cape of
the lion and follow the dancer in
the headpiece as the drumming
continued. All was going well
until the conductor prompted
the lion to “roll over,” a move
expertly completed earlier in
the performance by a duo of
dancers in the lion costume, but
upon the children’s attempt, the
line promptly fell apart, as they
simultaneously rolled onto the
ground giggling uncontrollably.

By Felix Holoszyc-Pimentel
newsroom@riverdalepress.com

D

on’t call the Bronx Zoo
or the ASPCA. It’s true
a lion was loose in Van
Cortlandt Park, but it was there
to dance, not devour. The colorful feline predator was actually
a two-person puppet participating in the park’s popular Barefoot Dancing series.
Since 2007, when it moved
from Wave Hill, the series has
brought a different unique style
of dance to the park at 6:30 p.m.
on Thursdays in summer. This
year’s program began on July 11,
and last Thursday it was the lion’s
turn to edify and entertain as part
of a traditional Lion Dance.
The indigenous Chinese
dance, which dates back hundreds of years, was performed
by the Austin, Texas-based Keito Academy of Ethno Preforming Arts, a 20-year-old academy
that has revived and preformed
indigenous dances from around
the world throughout the United States.
Jaime Flood, a first timer to
the event, thought it provided
an exceptional chance to culturally enrich children. “It lets
them see and experience different cultures, especially for
inner-city kids who don’t have
that opportunity,” she said.
The dance incorporates a
two-person lion costume reminiscent of the dragon costumes
often associated with Chinese
celebrations. Both costumes
consist of a headpiece and a

Book drive

KEITO ST. JAMES, above left, drums the dancers’ beat.
José Cruz, above, helps lead a group of children.
EMILY CALLEJO, bottom left in a buddha mask, greets the
crowd at Barefoot Dancing.
long cape, but the lion costume
uses just two people, whereas
the dragon costume can have
as many as 30 according to conductor and troupe leader, Keito
St. James.
Mr. James also gave a brief
history of the lion tradition during the performance, which he
says migrated from India. He
credits Buddha for introducing
the tradition to China. In addition to the lion costume, the

dance also features two masked
Buddhas, one male and one female.

Intricate headpiece
The lion’s headpiece was
intricately decorated with movable eyelids and a mouth. Mr.
James says this is identical
to the headpieces that would
have been used in ancient Chinese lion dances. The dance

was accompanied by a monotonous drum, maintained
by Mr. James, and cymbals
played by different performers
throughout the show. The lion
moved with the rhythm seamlessly, with the movements of
the dancers changing with the
speed and the intensity of the
drum beats.
The dancers interacted with
the audience in a variety of
ways and were not shy about

intruding into the spectators’
personal space.
They wandered amongst the seated audience, hoping to engage them,
and eventually invited spectators, mostly children but some
adults, to learn some of the simpler dance steps.
Although many of the children started out uneasy with
the giant lion head, they began
to warm up to it, and those who
volunteered to learn the steps

Rurik Asher Baumrin and
Colin Mark, founders of the
newly conceived “Fill a Room”
book drive, were also at the
event, reading out loud to children who wandered from the
dancing, raising awareness
about their organization and
taking any book donations.
The young men, both newly
graduated from Horace Mann
School, said they created the
initiative, with support from
Horace Mann to “encourage
high literacy” and spearhead “a
cultural shift to make reading
more popular.”
The two have recently donated 500 books to the Safe
Horizons Women’s Shelter and
will be present and taking donations at the next two Barefoot
Dancing events at Van Cortlandt Park.

Barefoot Dancing will return
Aug. 1 with a performance by
The Greek American Folklore
Society at 6:30 p.m.
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CHILDREN POTATO SACK race each other at Kids Rule Weekend at Lehman College on Saturday.

Kids converge on campus carnival
By Felix Holoszyc-Pimentel
newsroom@riverdalepress.com

L

ehman College’s Peace Grove
was bustling with children and
their families Saturday and Sunday afternoon taking advantage
of the seasonal climate and the carnival atmosphere at the college’s seventh Annual
Kids Rule Weekend.
The festivities were part of the summerlong performing arts initiative known as
SUMMERWORX organized by the CUNY
art advocacy group Lehman Stages.
Whether it was a chance to ride a pony,
jump around in an inflatable castle, glide
down a waterslide or toss a ball at the lever
of a dunk-tank, the event had something for
all kids to enjoy.
Though the inflatable castles attracted
the most attention, the lines for the two waterslides drew the most active participants.
Derrick Williams and Granit Pukaj
spent the bulk of their time at the carnival
zooming along a flat waterslide requiring
a running start. After reaching the end of
the slide, the boys eagerly filed back in line
for another turn. The two agreed the water
slide was the most fun and the variety of entertainment offered was impressive.
“It’s great because they let us have free

time to do what we want to do,” said Granit,
as he gestured to the booths set up around
him. Derrick said he planned to go through
the waterslide as many times as possible.
For those who strived for a steeper and
more intense decent, a second inflatable
waterslide was erected: this one involved
scaling a ladder and then gliding down a
slippery ramp.
As he stood drenched in his bathing suit,
7-year-old Randol Cespedes exclaimed,
“I’ve been 19 times!” He further explained,
“This one, I like. The other one you have
to run onto.”
The scene reverberated with the laughter of children. Wide-eyed kids of all ages
wandered through the spectacle gazing
in wonder unable at times to decide what
direction to pursue. And families gathered
together and reclined beneath umbrellas of
leafy shade to escape the sun.
An audience of more than 30 viewed
a modern interpretation of Jack and the
Beanstalk complete with singing and music
by members of the Lehman College Children’s Theater Company.
“It’s a very nice activity, for both kids
and family, and it’s for free” said Janet Sanchez, operations manager for the Lehman’s
Center of Performing Arts. “I’m 100 percent for it.”

CHILDREN PLAY tug o’ war at Kids Rule Weekend at Lehman College.

INFLATABLE CARNIVAL RIDES fill the Lehman College quad, above. Below, ISABELLA GIRAL, 8, writes
out her name in chalk on the campus’ walk path at Kids Rule Weekend at Lehman College on Saturday.
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Participants in the Bronx Artist Documentary Project pose in front of the Andrew Freedman House.

Bold show celebrates
Bronx-bred art

By Tanisia Morris
tmorris@riverdalepress.com

W

ith wondrous views
of the Harlem and
Hudson
Rivers
from her bright
studio in Riverdale, abstract painter and environmentalist Rebecca
Allan fuses her acrylic paintings
with vivid colors that coalesce
fluidly. But when it came time for
her to document her painting process with the help of Robert Fass,
a Riverdale photographer, she
wasn’t sure how the inspiration
behind her work would translate
through his lens.
Her solution: “I chose to wear
a brightly colored jacket because
I wanted my color to convey the
vibrancy that I feel when working
in my studio.”
Mr. Fass had concerns of his
own.
“The challenges were creating
a safe and non-intrusive environment,” he said. “The creative process is very private. It’s internal
in a lot of ways, so you can’t just
show up and start shooting without paying attention and getting a
sense of that individual’s space.”
Both Ms. Allan, 51, and Mr.
Fass, 56, are participating in the
Bronx Artist Documentary Project, a borough-wide collaboration
that brings together 80 Bronxbased visual artists and 30 photographers, who are tasked with
documenting local artists as they
work in their studios. In celebra-

tion of the Bronx centennial, photographs from the project will be
presented in a show opening on
Saturday at the Andrew Freedman Home.
“The larger concept is that
the visual artists are the least visible of all the people in the artistic community because it’s not a
performance art,” said co-curator
Daniel Hauben, a prolific painter
who works in Riverdale. “You see
the finished project, but you’re
not aware of the work that goes
into it.”
There are over a dozen artists and photographers from
Riverdale, Kingsbridge and Van
Cortlandt Village who are participating in the project. The Bronx
Artists Collective received over
120 applications while organizing the undertaking, making the
most comprehensive database of
Bronx artists ever, according to
Mr. Hauben.
“I lived in relatively anonymity
for decades in the Bronx, where
I was aware of a few artists in my
area, but I didn’t feel a part of anything, per se,” said Mr. Hauben,
who is known for his landscapes
featuring different Bronx sites.
“There’s a lively art community
and perhaps by putting something
this positive, it can generate a new
impression of the Bronx and get
us away from the old stereotypes
and negative associations.”
From mixed media to graffiti,
the exhibition has also brought
together artists from all walks of

life.
“I think that the group is so
diverse,” said Hal Katz, 70, a
self-taught painter who was photographed by Berthland TekyiBerto for the show. “Every age,
every ethnicity is covered, from
young to old, Christians, atheists
and Jews, but I think the thing
that surprised me was the wealth
of talent that was hidden prior to
the project.”
The Bronx Artists Collective
hopes to travel the exhibition after
its run at the Andrew Freedman
Home this fall. According to Mr.
Hauben, a book about the Bronx
Artist Documentary Project is
also in the works. He also said a
nonprofit called Yes The Bronx is
producing a short film about the
project.
For many of the artists and
photographers featured in the
show, the collaboration transcends the local art scene.
“Beyond Riverdale, I just feel
like this project is groundbreaking and I really hope that it attracts the kind of attention it deserves,” said Mr. Fass. “It’s such
quality effort putting into this on
both sides of the lens that needs
to be celebrated and discovered
by everyone.”

Artist Hal Katz in his home studio,
photographed by Berthland Tekyi-Berto.

Artist Alexis Mendoza fine tunes a charcoal etching,
photographed by Osjua A. Newton.

The Bronx Artist Documentary
Project’s show opens on Saturday
and runs through Wed., Oct. 8, at
the Andrew Freedman Home at
1125 Grand Concourse. Admission
is free.

Artist Daniel Hauben, photographed by Adi Talwar.

Graffiti Artist John ‘CRASH’ Matos, photographed by David Gonzalez.
These images are in the Bronx Artist Documentary Project’s show.

ArtIst Sylvia
Vigliani,
photographed
by Ira Merritt.

Thursday, February 28, 2013
Page B1

SECTION

B

What’s On? n Dining Guide n Whats Cooking n Real Estate n Classified n Service Guide n Business card Directory

Photos by Osjua A. Newton

DORA TOMULIC offers visitors to the Blue Door Gallery a peek into her thought process of choosing colors during Saturday’s ‘Show and Tell’ event.

Artists pull back the curtain on their work
By Marie York
newsroom@riverdalepress.com

A schedule
of upcoming
artists:
Saturday,
March 2
2 p.m.
Evelyn Eidelberg,
doll-making
3 p.m.
Benedicte Caneill,
fiber art
4 p.m.
Randy Frost, fiber

Saturday,
March 9
2 p.m.
Anne Bobroff-Hajal,
painting collage
3 p.m.
Howard Eisman,
vitreous enamel
4 p.m.
Lizzie Gill, collage

Saturday,
March 16
2 p.m.
Susan Richman,
photography
3 p.m.
Maralyn Matlick,
painting
4 p.m.
Mark Gilliland, photo
montage

O

n the wall of the
Blue Door Gallery
in Yonkers hangs
an
assemblage
of odd objects picked from
trashcans, purchased online
or from the artist’s personal
collection of “stuff.”
Tucked neatly inside cigar
boxes are old clock parts,
light bulbs and metal strips,
a square of colorful beads arranged in a geometric pattern
and a pair of doll arms that jut
out into the gallery, appearing
to welcome viewers to take a
closer look. Flanking the cigar boxes are a level and yoyo on one side, and children’s
blocks that read “I HAD A
THOUGHT ONCE,” on the
other.
Lewis Cohen’s eclectic
piece inspires more than
just one thought and even
more questions, most notably, “What does it all mean?”
Luckily for those visiting the
Riverdale Avenue gallery on
Saturday, they were able to
get answers directly from the
artist himself.
For the past five years,

Blue Door Gallery has held
its “Show and Tell” event, giving its visitors a chance to not
only view and discuss art, but
to learn about process, technique and, in some instances,
to work alongside the artists
to make pieces of their own in
a variety of media.
The goal, explained director, Luis Perelman, is to make
art more “accessible” to the
viewer.
“We’re trying to expose
the community to the arts, to
the whole process,” said Mr.
Perelman.
The Blue Door Gallery is
a bright spot in what is otherwise a dreary stretch of
Riverdale Avenue. The Blue
Door Artists Association — a
group of mostly Yonkers artists — opened the gallery in
March 2009, with help from
the City of Yonkers and from
the building’s owner, the nonprofit Westhab, which allows
them to stay rent-free. In return, the association has initiated a number of programs
for Yonkers schoolchildren
and residents, including poetry readings, writing and art
workshops at the gallery and
street festivals.

Nine more artists are
scheduled to demonstrate
and talk about their work over
the next three Saturdays in
the “Show and Tell” event,
and they create in a range of
media, from doll-making and
fiber art, to paintings and photography. Children are highly
encouraged to attend and participate.
In addition to Mr. Cohen,
last Saturday’s talks featured
painter Dora Tomulic and
photographer Alan Cohen,
who both took the intimate
crowd of onlookers through
their processes of creating
pieces they’re proud to display.
“It’s important to talk about
your work,” explained Ms. Tomulic. “You need interaction.”
Her honest words provided
the audience with an idea of

how difficult — and fulfilling — being an artist can be.
There is a constant need to
create and to paint, she explained. She toils over color
choices and her need to infuse
black into every piece; she
finds inspiration in gravel and
she can’t help but adorn her
pieces with these little graphics she likes to call monsters.
She stopped short of truly
defining any of her abstract
pieces. She seems to like leaving that up to the viewer.
“Everybody sees something different, which is okay
with me, as long as you see
something,” Ms. Tomulic said.
“Show and Tell” is free and
held at the Blue Door Gallery,
13 Riverdale Ave., Yonkers.
For more information, call
914-375-5100 or go to www.
bluedoorgallery.org.

ALAN COHEN, an artist who
works in photo montage,
explains his computer
composite methods for
creating pieces.

AT LEFT, Lewis Cohen,
who uses found objects to
create three-dimensional
sculptures, explains that
just one item is often the
inspiration for the whole
piece.
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JACOB DEUTSCH, 4, decorates a bee candle at a workshop during Wave Hill’s Honey Weekend on Sunday.

Wave Hill delves into the secret lives of bees
By Tanisia Morris
tmorris@riverdalepress.com

T

he sight of two beekeepers
working at a table covered
with jars of raw honey harvested at different times
of the year made 7-year-old Asha Roy
squeal in excitement at Wave Hill on
Oct. 5
“I have to taste all of them to see
what’s the difference,” Asha enthusiastically declared before popping a tiny
sample of a late summer variety in her
mouth. “It tastes good,” she judged.
Asha, who wants to start a bee club
at her school, is worried about the
widely reported decline in honeybees.
“They’re disappearing,” she said.
“That’s basically the entire ecosystem.”
Considering the regression of the
world’s busiest workers, the longstanding Honey Weekend tradition
on Oct. 4 and 5 seemed all the more
pertinent at Wave Hill, which has two
bee hives of its own. There are about

60,000 worker bees per colony during
the summer.
Families from all around the city
came on the final day of the weekend
to celebrate honeybees while participating in a scavenger hunt, honey
tastings, a bee parade, a candlemaking
workshop, honey-extraction demonstrations, storytelling and inventive
arts and crafts that were part of the
Family Art Project.
Martha Gellens, assistant director
of marketing and communications,
said the celebration provided a comprehensive educational experience
about the phenomena of beekeeping.
“I don’t think people can possibly
know enough about bees,” she said.
“It’s a universal interest, but we just
present so many dimensions to it that
it appeals to both the young and old.
It allows older people to enjoy wonderment of what children feel. We’re all
experiencing it together.”
For a “Bee a Bee” activity in the Sally and Gilbert Kerlin Learning Center
at Wave Hill, Mika Kallner, 40, sat with
her children, 19-month-old Aya Yaffe-

ARIEL GORDON, 14, plays in a “bee hive.”

Kallner, 9-year-old Roie Yaffe-Kallner
and 7-year old Ofri Yaffe-Kallner, and
created miniature bees using materials
like nuts, chenille stems, tissue paper,
ribbons and tape.
“My kids like arts and crafts,” said
Ms. Kallner. “They’re very imaginative.”
Roie, who was crinkling colorful
tissue paper together, added, “We already made our bees, but now we’re
making flowers so we can put our bees
on them.”
At other tables in the room, parents
helped young bee enthusiasts make
costumes using white tulle, yellow and
black chenille stems, construction paper
and recycled materials like egg cartons.

T

he most important addition
for many young attendees
was undoubtedly the kazoos, which the children
buzzed gleefully when Ivy Garcia, assistant leader of the Family Art Project,
beckoned them to join her in the bee
parade: “Calling all bees!” she cheerfully shouted while ringing bell shak-

ers. A crowd of attendees marched behind her around the Wave Hill House.
After the parade, the children hopped
in a six-sided cardboard hive displayed
on the lawn like a swarm of active bees.
The honeybee extravaganza continued throughout Wave Hill, where
families attended a honey extraction
demonstration in the Ecology Building led by Bronx beekeepers Roger
Repohl and Charles Day.
“Most people don’t know where the
honey they get in a bottle starts out,”
said Mr. Repohl.
As honey dripped from an extractor, children ran from their seats in
awe and received samples of the saccharine treat.
“I never knew you could eat wax
freshly off the comb,” said 8-year-old
Ciment Heiling. “It tastes amazing!”
Jackson Montgomery, 7, was equally impressed with the responsibilities
of professional beekeepers that raise
bees. After he tried on a beekeeper’s
helmet and veil, he said, “I felt like I
was going to take out a bee hive.”
Other activities included a candle

HORTICULTURAL INTERPRETER CHARLES DAY shares recently extracted
honey for children and adults to taste.

making workshop using beeswax. Lisa
Sopher, 37, and her husband Jeremy
Deutsch, 39, joined their two children
Jacob Deutsch, 4, and Julia Deutsch, 2,
in decorating their tan, textured candle
sticks with multicolored butterflies.
“We were here last year and came
back,” said Ms. Sopher. “Julia was just
a little baby when we did this last year.”
The Honey Weekend celebration
also brought back memories for Wave
Hill intern Noelle Velez.
“[My parents] would take me frequently when I was a child,” she said,
pointing to two old photographs saved
on her phone.
In one picture, lush bushes surrounded a school-aged Velez, who was
dressed in a bee-costume at a Honey
Weekend more than a decade ago.
Observing the swarm of young attendees fluttering about in their bee
costumes, Velez, 18, hoped to help
Wave Hill continue in that tradition by
making the experience as memorable
for this year’s guests as it was for her
as child. “I remember it being so much
fun,” she said.

BEEKEEPER ROGER REPOHL gives
a sample of his south Bronx-made
honey to eager fingers during a
honey extraction session.
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THE SCIENCE BARGE
remains stationary while
floating on the Yonkers
side of the Hudson River.
It is self-sustaining thanks
to a series of windmills
and solar panels.

Photos by Osjua A. Newton

Above, ALLEN VELAZQUEZ, 10,
plants basil in a
hydroponic tray he got to take home.

CHILDREN TAKE
a workshop on
hydroponically planting
basil while parents and
volunteers watch Sunday.

Children explore the Hudson’s ‘green oasis’
By Shant Shahrigian
sshah@riverdalepress.com

E

ight elementary-school-age children bent over trays of basil for a
workshop on growing plants in water while cargo ships, tankers and
private boats intermittently cruised along the
Yonkers stretch of the Hudson River.
The children, who did not know each other prior to the session, were mostly quiet as a
volunteer explained how to install small pots
of basil above plastic containers with water
at the bottom — hydroponics 101. But the
participants’ parents raved about the lesson.
“There’s more to education than just
books,” said Renee Sprott, who brought her
two sons to the barge from the South Bronx.
“As long as they love it and they can learn
from it, I’m for it.”
The participants were among groups of
children and parents from throughout the
region who spent Sunday afternoon learning
about urban farming aboard a refitted vessel
known as the Science Barge.
The facility, run by the environmental nonprofit group Groundwork Hudson Valley,
features a greenhouse and stations aimed at
teaching students the basics of hydroponics
and renewable energy.
Along with attending the workshop, the
children explored the barge’s greenhouse
full of vegetables including lettuce, kale, cucumbers, green beans and tomatoes. Robert Walters, director of the barge, said
the ship’s hydroponic techniques
use one quarter of the water that
typically goes into soil-based farming — one of the main ideas the
barge’s staff tries to impart to
visitors.
“It’s the most amazing place
on the Hudson River,” Mr. Walters said of the ship. “I call it
a green oasis because we’re
growing food using electricity
that’s totally off the grid.”
Mr. Walters, who introduces
himself as captain of the currently docked barge, paced the deck
with gusto as he met visitors and
explained how the ship generates
its energy. Two sets of solar panels
provide 85 percent of the power, 15 percent comes from several small wind turbines
and the rest from a biodiesel generator that
uses a mixture of fuel and vegetable oil.
Placards throughout the ship explain the
science behind renewable energy sources
and other concepts. But one of the main at-

tractions on Sunday was the barge’s worm
compost bin, populated by the species
known as red wigglers. Children stared into
the bucket with a mixture of fascination and
disgust.
Nine-year-old Isaah Sprott was bold
enough to stick his hand in, shouting, “I’ve
got a worm!” after nabbing one.
Another popular station was a bicycle
hooked up to different kinds of light bulbs
to show the extra amount of energy incandescent bulbs demand compared to LED or
compact fluorescent ones.
NY Sun Works, another environmental
non-profit group, established the Science
Barge in 2006 as a showcase for urban farming. After NY Sun Works
built
rooftop
farms

SHEFATIAH SPROTT, 11, plays with
a worm from a nearby compost
bin inside the Science Barge’s
greenhouse on Sunday.

throughout the city, Groundwork Hudson
Valley took the ship over in 2008.
Educational Director Jennifer Sloan said
the barge produces 36 to 72 heads of lettuce,
eight pints of tomatoes and three-to-four
pints of peppers every week from April to
November.
Staff and volunteers harvest the vegetables every other week year-round during
that period, with the bulk of the produce going to charity and a farmers market in
downtown Yonkers.
“It’s the most beautiful,
tasteful food that you’ll ever
taste in your life,” Mr. Walters said.
Patricia
Adams

hoped the visit would plant the seeds of environmentalism in her two daughters.
“If they can pick up things and take it back
to school and talk to their friends about it…
that’s a part of the future,” said Ms. Adams,
who lives in Greenwich, Conn.
The Science Barge is open on weekdays
to school groups and other organizations.
The barge is open to the public on weekends from 12 to 6 p.m. through November.
The suggested donation for
weekend visits is $3.

